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SEED: Coalitions for Community Growth 

STEM, Energy, and Economic 
Development  

 

Pilot City Quarterly Convening 
4.19.16 



What is SEED?: STEM, Energy and 
Economic Development 

• Place-based initiative building  local 
coalitions to: 

I. Increase energy-literacy  
II. Facilitate STEM opportunities 
III. Promote job-driven skills 

 
• SEED Coalition’s are committed to 

preparing residents of public housing 
localities for current and future in-
demand STEM & Energy jobs  
 

• 5 Pilot Cities 
– Denver, CO 
– Tampa, FL 
– Cleveland, OH 
– San Antonio, TX 
– Austin, TX 

 

Federal Partners 

National Partners 



Agenda: SEED Virtual Pilot Convening  
April 2016 

I. Introducing the new Mission Statement 

II. Hear updates from Coalition Cities 

III. SEED Metrics 

IV. Resources: 

I. Upcoming Webinar 

II. Partnership Grant Information 

V. Federal Agency Updates 

VI. Questions and Contact Us 

 

 



New Mission Statement 

 

• MISSION STATEMENT: SEED is increasing 
economic opportunity for public housing 
residents through place-based energy literacy, 
STEM & Energy education and workforce 
training. 

 



SEEDS for a Sustainable Tampa 

Pillar I: Energy Literacy 
 
Earth Day:  Theme is SEEDS for a Sustainable Tampa with a focus on energy 
literacy, renewable resources, and sustainable community development 
 
Partnership with BayCare Health Systems: Distribution of 4000 energy outlet 
plug covers and energy safety education 
 
Partnership with Southwest Florida Water Management District: WaterStar 
award of Reed building 
 
Grant Application: Submitted grant proposal for funding of Sustainability 
Ambassadors program and E3: exploration, education, and employment. 
 



SEEDS for a Sustainable Tampa 

Pillar II: STEAM Education 
 
Prodigy Cultural Arts Program: Photography and Music Production for 150 youth 7 – 17 years of age 
 
University of Tampa and University Area CDC: English students will teach creative writing to THA youth as part of their 
class curriculum 
 
Tampa Bay STEM Ecosystem: One of 27 cities selected to implement a collaboration supported by STEM Funders 
Network; streamline “random acts of STEM” 
 
The Florida Aquarium: 13 THA youth will participate in Aqua Camp to learn about Florida waters via kayaking, 
swimming in the fish tanks, and watershed experiments 
 
Hillsborough County Public Library: Summer programming to include weekly reading of STEAM-themed books along 
with a list of books children and parents may access through the virtual MyON library 
 
Junior Achievement of Tampa Bay: Math education and financial literacy via “More than Money” curriculum delivered 
to 400 elementary and middle school youth during the summer 
 
Tampa Bay Harvest Sustainable Living and More Health: Community garden at J.L. Young, a senior development 
 
 
 





SEEDS for a Sustainable Tampa 

Pillar III: Economic Development 
Johnson Controls, Inc.: Partnership with Hillsborough Community College and 
A.U. 123 to offer pipefitter job skills training and apprenticeship opportunities 

 

BayCare Health Systems: Job skills training and placement in entry level 
healthcare positions as well as other hospital positions 

 

CareerEdge: Workforce development in STEM fields including: Healthcare, 
technology, transportation, distribution, and logistics 

 



SEED Initiative Pillar I: 
Energy Literacy 

• Climate Ambassador Program 

– 3 residents were selected to participate  

– Ambassadors are part of a city-wide team 

    that develops projects that positively affect or educate the community 

    about climate change, energy use, and sustainability 

– Ambassadors receive leadership training, a stipend, and assistance 
developing project ideas and obtaining resources 

– Currently, Ambassadors are working to develop the project parameters 

• Youth Energy Presentations 

– Continuing outreach to youth, have presented to approximately 100 
youth to date 

• Cleveland 2030 District 

– CMHA is working with its local 2030 District to become a signatory on a 
agreement committing to reduce energy use by 50% (from 2003 levels) 
by 2030 

– The program will include technical assistance and help focus energy 
reduction goals at specific sites within the district.  



SEED Initiative Pillar II: 
STEM Education 

• CMHA Spring Break STEM Week 
– Cleveland Museum of Natural History, The Children’s Museum, the Girl Scouts, 

and 4-H provided STEM programming to CMHA residents at Outhwaite during 
Spring Break 

– Each day, more than 60 children attended workshops, demonstrations, and 
hand-on activities presented by community partners 

• ConnectHome Kick-Off 

– CMHA kicked off its local ConnectHome efforts, branded ClevelandConnects on 
April 5, which will include digital literacy training from the Cleveland Public 
Library for approximately 350 students in CMHA afterschool programs 



SEED Initiative Pillar III: 
Workforce Development 

• Major Construction Projects 

– Two large-scale new construction projects have begun since January, 
resulting in 10 residents receiving construction jobs 

• Sherwin-Williams Training Program 

– The next session of the Sherwin-Williams  training program began 
4/11 

– 25 participants will receive job readiness training and hands-on 
technical painting skill training, along with receiving an EPA RRP 
Certificate over the three week training course 

• Jobs Plus 

– 221 residents have completed interest forms 

– 80 total members 

• Membership requires residents complete orientation and a case 
management assessment 

– 20 residents have found jobs with the help of Jobs Plus 

 





    SEED Pillar I  
Public Infrastructure & Environmental Stewardship 

• Sun Valley EcoDistrict formed, fully funded.  Filing for 501c3 status 

• Final District Energy design complete June 30, 2016 

• Anticipate formation of a district energy company as the owner of future 
production 

• Land transaction(s) under active negotiation 

• Energy production partnership includes geothermal and photovoltaic 

• New Pilot project for battery storage (for PV) under negotiation 

• Continuing to work through pilot project with City Public Works for inclusion of 
“green streets” 

• Ongoing Community Education 

• Completing programming for future job production potential through district 
energy 



SEED Pillar II 
 Education 

• 21 STEM events offered 
– Planetarium,Imax, Museum of Science & Nature, Empowered Youth 

Entrepreneurship Experience 
 

• 13 STEM Partnerships created 
– 4-H/Tech Wizards, PC's for the People, InkMonster, GreenWay Foundation, 

Denver Museum, Pop Art Culture, iReady 
 

• Received grant to pay for iReady software 
– Measures grade level and offers activities while tracking growth  

 

• STREAM Event – May, 2016  
– US2020, SVYC, DHA, HUD, CityYear, Fairview, Cheltenham 

 
 



Pillar III 

Job-Driven Skills 

• Roll Out of Pilot Employment Program funded by City of 
Denver – Office of Economic Development in Sun Valley 
focused on SEED opportunities 
– Targeted Industries 

– Links Trainings to Employment Opportunities in Neighborhood 

– 3 residents currently in Business Services Microsoft ic3 training 

– 3 more residents enrolled in upcoming training 



Additional Resources 

 

• Upcoming Webinar: Thur. April 21st at 3pm 
EST 

– The April Energy is Everywhere Webinar Series - 
Digitally Engaged Communities: Helping Residents 
Get Online and Thrive Online 

– Register at:  
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/75491
99930858129409 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7549199930858129409
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7549199930858129409


DOE Funding Opportunity Announcement Cities 
Leading through Energy Analysis and Planning 
(“Cities‐LEAP”) 

• Only For Cities* 

• Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) is to support the development 
and piloting of data-driven decision frameworks to improve the ability of 
local governments to pursue opportunities across clean energy sectors  

• This FOA strongly encourages partnerships between local governments 
and entities such as academic institutions, technology companies, utilities, 
regional planning bodies, and non-governmental organizations. 

• The submission deadline for concept papers is May 17, 2016, at 5:00 
p.m. EST. Full applications are due June 17, 2016, at 5:00 p.m. EST. Access 
the application here. 

• https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Default.aspx#FoaId624fc0da-a7e6-
4bf6-b7ce-2228542b0013  

https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Default.aspx#FoaId624fc0da-a7e6-4bf6-b7ce-2228542b0013
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Default.aspx#FoaId624fc0da-a7e6-4bf6-b7ce-2228542b0013
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Default.aspx#FoaId624fc0da-a7e6-4bf6-b7ce-2228542b0013
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Default.aspx#FoaId624fc0da-a7e6-4bf6-b7ce-2228542b0013
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Default.aspx#FoaId624fc0da-a7e6-4bf6-b7ce-2228542b0013
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Default.aspx#FoaId624fc0da-a7e6-4bf6-b7ce-2228542b0013
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Default.aspx#FoaId624fc0da-a7e6-4bf6-b7ce-2228542b0013
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Default.aspx#FoaId624fc0da-a7e6-4bf6-b7ce-2228542b0013
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Default.aspx#FoaId624fc0da-a7e6-4bf6-b7ce-2228542b0013
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Default.aspx#FoaId624fc0da-a7e6-4bf6-b7ce-2228542b0013
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Default.aspx#FoaId624fc0da-a7e6-4bf6-b7ce-2228542b0013
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Default.aspx#FoaId624fc0da-a7e6-4bf6-b7ce-2228542b0013


Federal Agencies’ Updates: 
Metrics Analysis 



Federal Agencies’ Updates 

• Partner Information 
o NCWIT 

o Round 5 Programs (5) : Denver Housing Authority, DC Housing 
Authority, HOC (Maryland), 2 programs at Hopewell 
Redevelopment & Housing Authority (HRHA).  

o B&G Club scholarships 
o Site Feedback Discussion 

o Eva Longoria Foundation 
o IT Futures/IT Ready 
o Partners Signed Commitment to Action 

o  Reminder* 

o Who else would you like to work with? 
 

 



Federal Agencies’ Updates 

• Metrics for Q2 (December 1, 2015 – February 
29, 2016): Due Friday May 13, 2016 

• Federal Register Notice to Expand SEED 

• Dept. of Energy’s STEM Mentoring Cafes 

• Federal Support/TA Support: 

o Strong Cities Strong Communities 

o Public Utility Boards 

 

 



Thanks! 
For Questions and Contact Us: 

SEEDinitiative@hud.gov  
 


